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NJIT graduates have achieved personal success, advanced technical and scientific innovation,
and contributed to economic and social betterment in exceptionally diverse ways. This
issue highlights the breadth of these achievements in describing the career paths of
graduates honored with special recognition at the annual NCE Salute to Engineering
Excellence and Alumni Weekend. They have excelled in areas as varied as building and
protecting the nation’s infrastructure, transforming the way we share information with
digital technology, and advocating the conservation of endangered natural resources.
The ongoing efforts of NJIT faculty in research and education are increasingly diverse
and far-reaching as well. The article on the Interdisciplinary Design Studio describes how
talented young entrepreneurs are experiencing economic engagement through hands-on
development of ingenious, commercially viable innovations that will benefit society. As
covered in “A Solar Sandy?,” faculty and students are collaborators in research that looks
far beyond Earth to gain new insights into phenomena that pose a serious threat to our
technological civilization. The focus of the article is on members of the Physics Department, part of the College of Science and Liberal Arts. Fadi Deek, the former dean of that
college and recently-appointed NJIT provost, also offers a broader perspective on our
programs and goals in a thoughtful interview.
But whatever the specific project or field of study, and wherever in the world ultimate
results might be seen, there is a very significant common denominator. The impetus for
achievement by faculty and students, by every member of the NJIT community, is rooted
on our home campus. It all starts in Newark.
Campus development has been very dynamic in recent years, accelerating to meet all
the needs of a world-class university dedicated to research and education in science and
technology. Continuing renovation of the historic Central King Building will provide
classroom and laboratory space designed for the 21st century. This fall, the Warren Street
Village welcomed students to the Albert Dorman Honors College residential hall and
NJIT fraternities and sororities to their new housing. As the initial phase of the larger
Gateway redevelopment initiative, completion of the Warren Street Village is also a clear
statement about NJIT’s commitment to the prosperity of Newark, our host city since 1881.
Look for feature coverage of this exciting engagement with Newark in the next issue.
If you haven’t returned to NJIT recently, I strongly encourage you to do so. You may be
especially interested in joining us for Alumni Weekend 2014 in May. But whenever you
visit, you’ll see a campus that is not only at the leading edge of education and research
today, but which continues to evolve in its role as a key part of a positive future for the
City of Newark.
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