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Maxk fime you think ahaut fareign intelligence, forget
handsame spies, glamoreus women, fast cars and explosion:
arminute excitemant, Instead, consider Dilber.

Thousands of fereign intelligence technical experts employed
by the Department of Defense spend their days failing away
in cubicles, Thay are the scientists and engineers whase wark
has a direct and immediate impact an military aperations and
natianal palicy, Trust me, These peaple hardly aver blowe up
anything {at least nat on purpese], and they definitely are nat
gqualified to remance enemy agents, Let me tell you what it's
really like for mast of us in this line of wod,

Engineers in fareign intelligence try to figure aut haw
Fareign military systems work and haw potential adversaries
plan ko use them against the United States, Thraugh their
work, cambat trocps knaw what ta expect in battle and L5,
weapan develapers decide what new systems b build,

There is ane glitch. Qur enemies wark kard ta present us
fram getting cur hands on their weapen systems. Sa we have
t apply basic principles of science and enginesring to pas
tulate what they laak like, bow they Function, what their
weak points are and how they'll e used.

It*s really reverse engineering with & bwist, Since we rarely
hawe the actual harcware to take apart and test, we have to
figure aut haw it warks from whateser snippets of inferma-
tian we can get. 105 like trying to put tegether a jigsaw puzzle
with most of the pieces missing, Our Sources range from the
best of kigh-teck equipmaent, like air, Space-, maritime- and
land-hased remote sensing systems, to such plebian items
a5 small-circulation jaumals in any of several doren languages.

Even with this sheuthing, we newer find all the hard data
wie need. We finish the job by making extensive use af math-
ematical madeling and engineering judgment to fill in the
blanks, Jur engineers rautinely flesh out their assessments

combining wniversal laws of physics and engineering with a
leal lar how lareign enginears design and build things, a skill
developed over many years of surreplitiously looking cver
the shoulders of foreign designers.

Il aur judgment is faully, our forces will go into combat witl
inappropriate tactics and equipment, policy makers will base
their decisions an bad informaticn and weapon Systems will
b buill te deleal the wreng threat. The challenge al getting it
right makes technical intelligence scarg, but il also affers
encugh excilement and satisfaction lar even the mast
debonair among us.

Mow il wou®ll excuse me, a pressing assignment awails in
my cubicle. “Coming, Moneypenng.” =



