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CAN WE SOLVE NEW JERSEY’S
&8 CONGESTION PROBLEM?
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IF ¥YOU'RE HEADING to Mewark Abrpont o
catch a flight, rraveling wo the shore om thie Gandeen
Siate Parkway or even just going o the mall, the
chamaows are high thar veon will be suck in eealfic b
in Mew Jersey. Tralfic congestion extends bevond the
traditiomal wockday commmiter peak b o thi
midday, evening and weckend hours. Billions of dal-
lars hawe been spent on new highway ared rramsin
improvements, yer the problem has grown noticeably
worse aver thwe past decade. [s the problem solvalile
and, if it is, what sveps can sare government, lecal
gervernaimnd, Businesses and privade citizens ke !

A repart entitled “Mobility and the Costs of
Comgestion in Plew Jenay™ was complened by M]IT
HMaticnal Center for Transportation and Indusarial
Presduerivicy (MCTIPY in Bebruary 2000, BCTIF s a
fedenally funded naticnal manspomavien research
s, [ mdssion & 0o imoneass efwieney and pro-
ductivity in private and public secror envities aned
incdustrics thrsogh trnspertation improvements,
This landmark study pui the cost of congestion
st ar 349 Billiom, Incloded in this cosn are
lesst wages for comamarers sruck in mraffic, addivicnal
cansts for trick operanors for velieles traveling st
recuced speeds and wasied huel for all vehicles idling
oy crowded rosdways, Aomore recent updare o e
sudy, released by BICTIP earlier this year, found that
the cost of congestion had grown sgnificantly over
the past Few years vo over 37 billion. More signifi-
candly, the cost of comgeation s expected e double
aver the next fidteen years if significant steps are not
takin o addnes existing problens, Thes mesules
should niot surprise anyone whe commuies onoa regu-
lar basis in Mew Jeray,

The study quantified the cost of congeszion, bar,
ot fimportantly, A laid out o plan for addnessdng it
Cn:nge-nim iz caumed by Tany facrors, mast noiably,
the desivabilivy of Blew Jerey w o place 1o live, wark
and raise a family. More and mare people have
vt onir stare, bur the roadway and transin
capacity has not kept up with the increases in
demand. Thie plan discosssd in the BIIT nopors and
autlined here will certainly not eliminate conges-
e, bur in will beelp morigate v as populstion and
cmployment continue to grow.

Thee first st in the plam s delicared himeling for
highway improvements. The impomance of this step
cafuned. be uindencatimated. Major roadway ogove-
menis on the horimon inchoade ihe Drizcoll {Garden
St Parkoway) and Edison {LLS, %) Bridges cresing
the Raritan River and the reconstruction of the
Delvware Memorial Bridee (Inmerchange 1) noll plaza

cm the Mew lersey Tumpike. Each of these facilities
operates at capaciey for many hours threighaun the
weekday and weckend. The only soltion is con-
srrction of additkonal capacing.

The second step in the plan i= dedicoted funding
for transit improvernens, There are areas in the state
where the density of population ard employment
woaill sippor ransin services if they were provided.
Ulne example is the Secoucus transfer ssation <ur-
rertly uncler corstrction. This new starion will
alles ceavmaters from Bergen County and Passaic
Conmay 1o convenienly tavel t jobs in Mewark and
other areas of Essex County and Middbesex County
vin rail, an eprion char simply dess nor exisr roday.
The plinned extension of the Hudson-Bergen Lighe
Fail 1o Holsken and Perngen Counry will do the
same for aceess to jobs on the Hudson County water-
fron.

The third step in the plan is the use of advanoed
technology to create addivional readway and rransi
capacity without constnection of new facilities. The
installarion of high-speed E-ZPass ar several loca-
tions on the Mew |ersey Tumpike, variable message
shgma o cair e Poaclwiays and interconnecned
traffic signal systems are all examples of wsing vech-
nodegy to address congestion.

The fourth step in the plan is increased employer
sugpart for progeams that redice compestion. Stane
mandates for employer travel reduction progroms
hive been rescinded, bur the need for these programs
remains, While it is true that seme scoupations, asch
as reaching, do non allow g doar-day work week ara
flexible schedule, many office workers could be pro-
vided the appormming w work a lexible schedile.
The key to the success of these programs is the level
oof sippo thar s provided. Flexilile hours only work:
when ihere are day care facilities with extended
bosies. Car posel programs work when there are guar-
anteed rides home for employees who s work late
of bewve carly. Transin imcentives only work wlhen
there are transit services available near both home
arvd work.

The HIT reports show that the cosis of conges
vion are barh real and quanrifiable. We mios now
ook at implementation of a congestion-reduction
plar to affser these cosms. We shoald focus our effons
om unding a comprehensive program that will sinl-
varwecaisly mcrease the sipply of highwsy and rransit
capacity and reduce the demand for travel during
preak periods. I asch o plan could be implemented,
we could begin to addres the congestion problem in
the stare of Mew Jersev. m
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