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WHAT'S YOUR OFINION absut the relabadity of the
hanfware and Soliware wed in loday's deskiop compulers?
Mast of us with engineeding backgrounds use Same Gpe of
camguler in cur jobs. ITyou ash me, there = a definle need loe
mmprovernent, especially in the sollwade emdranmenl

Sare, the cosl af gear i bess expensse than any other lime
m hemtarg And there is more campubng bang far e beck an
ihe desklop thanks 1o Meare's Law, ‘whech stales thal each new
chap cantaing raughly twice 28 mech capacily as il predeces-
Sar, and aach & released within eighlesn Lo venty-lour
menths of the previcus chip. Arcordmg o Some lolks, The
amaund af tadays deskiop cpu harsepower = analogeus ba
driving & car frem Mewark b Denver on a thirmbleful of gas.
But dan't gel los exciled just yel.

Mary crnlics asgue thal il cperating Systermns and saffware
applcations were like cas engines, you would stall every hour
and have o reglace the engines at keast basce a week. The Irip
1o Denver would then lake a long lme. Same even Suggest that
il breakthrawgh appleation Software wene analogaws o power
plants, everpane Should Slart buying their swn generalbars.
Dkay, 9a maybks T averdramabzing & b Yau muast adnil,
theugh, that installmg and reaning Solteare Thede days = nel
axacily llawless, &nd I'm Swre (hal Some pesple have cansid-
ared throwing a plug and play computer cul the window. [Ma
pun intended |

fou wauld think thal afller S0 many decades af compuling
advancemends, thes Slufl wauld wiork right aut of he bax. In
many cases il dees. Bul alter laading, coafliguring, wilaading
and reinslailng some agplicabon Soliware pragrams, it
Becarmes harder ba figure oul il the hardware doesn’l Suppart
ihe soltware, ar the safbware doesa’| Supparl the hardware.
Don't bather camplaining, edher, because yaur nexl doar
neighbar i Struggleg just the Same. 0F cawrde hardvase ven-
diwrs like b blarme Solbware vendors and woe versa,

Despale the huge Success @ reliabilily of Softeare for Larger
Stale compulers, the small Sull needs a healihy dose of quali-
Iy care. Perhags hie reason for this state af alfairs is the com-
pedilive pressure an vendars (o praduce mare bells and ‘whas-
=g = the code. Many Sof bware vendars are eager b gush oul
application pragrams just 1o stay ahead and aflen [ail 1o test
the basics. S, many vendars afe allempling 16 cul pradecban

cosks by ignonng the fundamental principles of engeaeaning
and quality contrel, Tog bed, Everyone suflers and wa all, grow
less enthusiastic abowl the nest release of iechnolegy, The
Latesl downiurn o the PG markel seggests thal many peapts
hane Lot inbarest in baying the Latest hardware or softwar
upgrade. Can yau blame them®

Cign'L get me wrong. Since I'moalse in the business of writ-
ing software for deskiops, | can ampathae with the plght of
rrary vandars. I1's challanging e wnte well-behavwaed programs
that respect ather soltware applcations as well as funchan in
avariety of hardware platiarmes. It's also challenging 1o kaeep
eaftware gosls down whon salares are shyrockebing,

Menvarthedess, | can't hedp but wonder at the caliber of Lalent
writing the code, Duss to tha 1T labor ehortage, some vandors
rray be w=ng sdivduals who Lack the enginesrng discipline e
devalop redisbla software, There's na doubl that soltwang
devalapers whe have formal degress in compuler scance and
engineenng aes wilal 1o the success of lomomee's compuling
gyetnms, particularly on the deskiog, | encaurage softwars
profossapnats 1o contines expanding their knowdedge of formal
rretheds and alse urge wendors 1o hire gualified peopta,

Itwouidn't surprise me if maost fplks would be willing 1o
hawe less saphisticatad application software o axchanga for
coda that warks again and again,

Thank goodness thal car engings and power plants aren'l
rrache gut of loday's deskiop software applications, Otharesse |
roight bie steck g cold, dark house with ne reliable means of
GECI0E. W



